
 
 
 

Water Pollution Prevention Action Ideas for HOAs 
 
 
   1. Create a Self - Improvement Program FOR Your HOA 
 

Would you and your neighbors like to adopt “lake-friendly” landscaping practices 
that will protect lake quality and the surrounding natural beauty? Research into 
social marketing has shown that when 15% of a community is engaged in a 
new behavior, that behavior has the momentum to spread on its own 
(http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/doclake/lakesmart/ ).  

 
If the quality of your lake or pond is important to you then review the following 
resources, start a monthly HOA newsletter if one doesn’t currently exist, have a 
meeting to get neighbors involved and you are on your way! If you think there are 
neighbors who won’t participate just start with the ones who are willing to make 
self-improvements to their yards and lifestyles. Remember, behavior has the 
momentum to spread on its own. 

 
Stormwater runoff reduces water clarity and lowers the value of lakeside 
properties. Florida Friendly landscaping helps reduce stormwater from entering 
the lake by helping it soak into the ground, preventing damage to lake water 
quality and loss of property value.  
 
Examples of improvements HOAs might find they need are: mulching a pathway, 
planting ground covers, establishing a buffer zone of shrubs and other plants 
along the shore of their retention pond, diverting stormwater water away from a 
driveway or building, and pumping the septic system regularly. All of these and 
other practices are known to reduce erosion or cleanse water before it enters 
your lake. Many are do-it-yourself weekend projects.  Whether or not you choose 
to follow these recommendations is entirely up to you, all changes are voluntary 
on the homeowner’s part.  
 
There are FREE education opportunities for homeowners to learn how to 
manage their home and yard to protect the water quality of their lakes: 

• The University of Florida “Florida Friendly” program has a fun and simple 
tutorial to learn the principles of low-impact and Florida-friendly landscaping 
www.floridayards.org  - 

• Florida-friendly Yard Checklist 
      http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/materials/new%20construction%20checklist.pdf -  
• Stormwater system checklist http://www.oracwa.org/Pages/Chap3.pdf   
• The Indian River County Extension office has many resources to further your 

landscaping education http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/  



• IRC’s Stormwater website provides stormwater runoff reduction tips and 
monthly newsletter www.ircgov.com/stormwater   

 
 

            I’d like To Hear from You 
I am interested in hearing from HOAs and neighborhood associations to learn 
how they will be creating their own evaluation checklist. implementing a “self 
recognition” program, or any interesting actions to share as examples for other 
HOAs. Please share your experiences with me dwilson@ircgov.com.  

 
 

2. Educate Your Homeowners  
• Insert articles from the County’s current monthly e-newsletter (or past 

issues) into your HOA newsletter. The County’s free online monthly 
stormwater e-newsletter is accessible at                  
http://www.ircgov.com/Departments/Public_Works/Stormwater_Section/N
ewsletters.htm 

• Promote the County’s Free Monthly e-Newsletter on your HOA/POA 
bulletin boards, association website, and/or e-mail system. (see 
promotional copy below) 

 

Pollution Prevention Begins at Home 
 

You Can Reduce Water Pollution by: 
*Reduce the amount of runoff from your property and the contaminants in its path  
  Learn how at www.ircStormwater.com  

 
* Reporting Pollution at 226-1888 (Nextel users dial # IRC) 

                      
* Keep current on local educational events and innovative runoff prevention  
 practices by subscribing to the County’s free monthly stormwater e-newsletter 
  by forwarding your email to dwilson@ircgov.com .                    
 

 
 
3. Remind Your Board that Florida law trumps private association rules 

• Florida Senate Bill 2080 (signed into law in June 2009) permits all homeowners 
to utilize the Florida Friendly Landscaping Practices (www.floridayards.org) 
without penalty from HOA covenants. 

• Encourage your residents to implement the Florida Friendly landscaping 
practices. Feature one of the 9 Florida Friendly Practices on the bullet board in 
your clubhouse and other visible locations. 

• Water quality and environmental protection begins in each homeowner’s yard.  
 
 



 
 
4. Think of All the Green Space in Your HOA as the  
    “First Line of Pollution Defense” 
 
Hire only “green certified” professionals 

•      Ask to see their certification card from completing the  
                     Florida-Friendly Green Industry – Best Management Practice  
                     (GI-BMP) certification training class. 

•      They know the environmentally safe landscaping practices  
 
 
Do-it-yourselfers:  

•     Our soil in IRC is basically sand  
•      Do a soil test to determine the types and quantities of nutrients needed 
•      Call the IRC Extension office (770-5030) for free pH soil test  

                              and/or in-depth soil analysis for $7 per sample.  
•      Practical landscaping guidelines for IRC citizens are under Homeowners 

                             Publications on the IRC Extension website.  
  
 
 
 
 
5. Coordinate a Stormdrain Marker Program  

 
 
Applying the message “Dump No Waste Leads to Lagoon” to drain markers near the 
stormdrains within the serves as a reminder to the homeowners in your association. For 
details visit http://www.ircstormwater.com/Stormdrain-Marker-Program.pdf 
 
Let us know of your efforts with a photo and brief article. By including a photo in the 
County stormwater e-newsletter your stormdrain marking efforts can serve to motivate 
other private associations.     
 
 
 
 
 



6. Spread the message (while making it convenient for dog walkers  
    to pick up pet waste…trash included!) 

 

 
 
                        Place disposal bags in convenient places in your community. 
 
 
 
 
7. Track and map dog waste (via GPS coordinates) and display a poster in your   
     neighborhood (and HOA website) to increase awareness 
 

 
 
 

Yellow signifies dog waste 



 
 
 
 
8. Staff an “Information Station” in your neighborhood monthly to answer   
     questions and distribute tools and educational info  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

9. Adopt a Canal or Shoreline 
Are you or your HOA/POA interested in committing to clean a canal and/or shoreline 4 
times per year? If so, contact the non-profit organization Keep Indian River Beautiful  
(located within the IR Mall) by calling 226-7738 or email keepirbeautiful@gmail.com. 
If the shoreline is not currently adopted you will receive a two-year commitment form, 
there is no cost, and all supplies are provided by Keep Indian River Beautiful (KIRB). 
You or your group are asked to maintain a data sheet with volunteer hours and the 
amount of collected garbage.  
 
 
10. Enhance Your Neighbors Awareness Through a presentation.   
• Show educational stormwater videos available on YOUTUBE, the EPA, and 

sources listed within this guide at your monthly association meetings.  
• Inform your homeowners of the quarterly KNOW THE FLOW Seminars.   
• For your annual association meetings where there is a minimum of 50 

homeowners in attendance, invite the IRC Stormwater Education Coordinator to 
give a presentation.   

 
 



11.  Do you have a Routine Inspection Program for Your Association’s Storm 
Sewer System?  Regular maintenance of the storm sewers is important for flood 
control, structural integrity, and water quality reasons. The way to do this is through a 
routine inspection program. Each agency should determine the best schedule to meet 
its needs. In addition to helping determine how often to clean, regular inspection of the 
storm sewer system will identify problems. The storm sewer checklist at 
http://www.oracwa.org/Pages/Chap3.pdf suggests, as a good rule of thumb, to conduct 
an inspection of the facilities at least once a year, prior to the beginning of the rainy 
season. Catch basins (i.e. stormdrains) should be inspected at least once every six 
months.  
A list of informative resources on retention ponds are listed along the bottom of the 
website page www.ircStormwater.com  
 
 
 
12. Can You Help Us Spread the Word? If you have the email addresses of 
private homeowner associations (including Property owner and 
condominium associations) in Indian River County please forward them to 
dwilson@ircgov.com . Emails will help to enhance our education and 
outreach efforts in a timely manner while avoiding printing and postage 
costs. 
 


